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Marlboro High School AdoptaPlatoon Soldier Support 2008-09

The AdoptaPlatoon Soldier Support Effort™ founded in 1998 is a nonprofit 501C-3 organization
managed nationwide by volunteer mothers to ensure that deployed United States Service members in
all branches of the military are not forgotten. The program provides needed mail support to provide a
better deployment quality of life and lift morale. Additionally, it assists military families and creates
projects that meet the need of military requests, establishing special projects for holidays and assign-
ing individual morale lifting mail support to service members of all branches of the U.S. Military
serving their Nation around the world. The ultimate intent of the program is to promote patriotism in
our schools and communities. This is the fifth year we will be involved with this program. Over the
past five years we have sent about 5,0001bs. of items to seven different platoons in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

This year Marlboro High School has been asked to support a platoon of 30 Marines, 29 male, 1
female of the Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 122, deployed to Iraq from Marine Corps Air Station
Beaufort, South Carolina. My contact person is Staff Sergeant Roberto Rodriguez. The platoon pres-
ently lives in shipping containers that have been modified with flooring and wall paneling...they have
twin size bunk beds, running water in the rest rooms (undrinkable), and electrical power. The mission
of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 122 is to conduct anti-air warfare and offensive air support opera-
tions in support of ground troops.

Our platoon is requesting powder drink mix, can fruit (pop tops), packaged food, mostly for
the field beef jerky power/energy bars ,sugar free gum, cookies, tuna salad kits, Holiday decorations
for their common area, magazines, DVD movies, assorted batteries, newspapers, holiday cards to
mail home to family or friends, hand/foot warmers, warm black knit hats, hand sanitizer

Over the course of this year, different clubs and classes will be collecting items requested. We
need to remember that we have a volunteer military that is protecting our freedom on our behalf.
Many of the young men and women are only 2-3 years older than our students. They work every day
under very dangerous and stressful conditions. Supporting our soldiers is a gift we give ourselves as
they serve on our behalf. We support them asking nothing in return except for the honor of letting
them know they are appreciated and never forgotten. We ask everyone to show their patriotism by
getting involved and showing their support.
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